DIARY OF THE REV. HUMPHREY MICHEL,

RecTor oF BrasTON AND ViIcAR oP HorRNINGHOLD, 1675-1722.

MR. HoMPHREY MICHEL, the author of the following diary, was
presented to the rectory of Blaston by Mr. William Goodman,
patron thereof, A.p. 1675 ; and upon the nomination of Sir Edward
Hungerford, Bart., he was inducted to the vicarage of Horninghold,
A.D. 1676, which preferments he retained to his death, in the year
1722. This extraordinary and eccentric character was twice married;
first to Frances, daughter of Everard Goodman, and grand-daughter
of Sir Thomas Burton, of Stockerston, Bart., and secondly, to Mrs.
Elizabeth Stretton. He published the following sermons: the first
entitled “ Duplex tn Carolicidas Querela, or the innocent Blood
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of King Charles the Martyr, still crying out against his petrified
murderers, for either better humiliation from them, or else for
worse—Indignation from God:” 1702-3. In the dedication he
inveighs bitterly against the disciples of Toland, “ who too pre-
sumptuously intrigued and attempted to seduce (if possible) even
our sagacious and religious senate into an irreligious and infamous
repeal of that Anniversary Fasting.” In his second sermon, entitled
“ Secunda et severior in Carolicidas Querela,” he endeavours, “to
excite and exalt the penitential humiliation of Great Britain, for
their sacrilegious murder, committed upon the sacred and innocent
body of their right faithful ‘and protestant monarch, Charles I.”
In these sermons “ Pontius Bradshaw,” “the Oliverian Atheist,”
and “ Drydenian Rakehell,” are unmeroifully dealt with. Of Mr.
Michel's two other sermons, the former is called St. Pauls tri-
umphant confutation of all the late Jacobitical Schism and
Sedition; 1702; and the latter is on the coronation of Queen
Anne.

For further information respecting this singular man, the reader
is referred to the Gartree volume of Nichols’ History of Leicester-
shire, where will be found an account of the struggle between the
rector of Blaston St. Giles and the tithe-owners.

Mr. Michel was buried under the altar in the church of St.
Giles, at Blaston, in the year 1722.

TrE Diary or HumMpHREY MICHEL, 1707-11.

Mem. June 2, 1707. Mr. Conyers began to be a sharer with
me in the Monthly Mercury, whereof April Mercury was the first
with him.

July 28. Received then out of Mr. Henry Dent’s close on the
top of the pasture, twelve cocks of tithe hay, worth about 8s. Mr.
H. Dent sold this close to Seaton Poor.

Oct. 31, 1707. Mr. J. Vern— dyed, presently after his wife,
who were both secret persecutors of me, and encouraged all the
rest of the Prig-pated Patrons in their unjust Law-suit agst me.
I would have dedicated my discourse against Jacobitism to him,
but because that was the subject he refused the dedication, and
would not have had me printed it. Not long since he went post
haste to Court to beg the favour there for one Mr. B , his wife's
nephew, who had shot to death an innocent harvest man in the
field for the sake of his own cruel pleasure. Mr. John Dent
observed to my younger son, how suddenly God had cut off Henry
Co s, his wife and daughter, and now Mr. Vern—, his wife and
two sons. I know one who hoped and prayed that Mr. J. V
might not live to be a lord, nor his wife a lord’s lady. And his
father, the Lord W y, i8 now at Allexton, surviving both.
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