NEIGHBOURHOOD                -                  NEWSLETTER NO 7.

Welcome to the Horninghold Neighbourhood Watch brought to you by courtesy of our village web sight for the first time! For those of you who have registered their e-mail addresses with Martin Griffin (martingriffin@horninghold.org.uk) you will receive the newsletter via e-mail. Those of you, who do not have an e-mail facility, will continue to receive a letter as usual. Please let either myself, or Martin know if you have not registered your e-mail address. Anyone currently not registered is most welcome just let me know that you would like to join in!! 

The aim of the HNW is to act as a deterrent to criminal activity in Horninghold and area.

We propose to do this by meeting the following objectives:-

· Create a two-way flow of information between police and residents.

· Inform and alert residents of crime patterns in our area.

· Alert criminals that a proactive scheme is in operation in Horninghold and district through signs and window stickers.

· Implement a policy of ‘no uninvited callers’ to discourage strangers, people calling as door-to-door salespersons, gipsies etc.

· Inform neighbours when houses are empty at holiday times.

· Have a support group evening once every 2 months to exchange information, ideas and be sociable!

· Keep a notebook for jotting down numbers of cars both seen looking suspicious and those numbers, which the police are seeking.

· Encourage security measures and coding valuables.

Should anyone require either of our two free window stickers a) Neighbourhood Watch Logo b) No uninvited callers. Please let me know. I am also able to access invisible pens for marking valuables, but there may be a small charge for these.

Now to normal business……………….

I am happy to report that so far April appears to have been a crime free month in our immediate area!! However we should not be complacent!

CAR THEFT

At the end of March two cars were stolen from Great Easton. Also the East Midlands is the leading area in the country for car cloning! (When someone copies your registration number on to a stolen vehicle!) You may receive parking tickets, speeding fines that are not yours. The onus is then on you to prove where you were at the time!!

DISTRACTION BURGLARY

The police have asked me to pass on the following information concerning distraction burglaries (scams) in the region. These are usually targeted at the old and vulnerable. One involves the use of children.

a) A child comes to the door saying that the occupant has won a raffle prize and is admitted. Whilst the occupant is being distracted a third party is robbing the house.

    b)  A person comes to the door to say that they are from the water-                         

          Board dealing with a burst main pipe. They ask to see where the                  

          stopcocks are to make sure that they are turned off. Whilst the       

        occupant is showing them a third party is robbing the house.

These scams seem very obvious in the cold light of day but both have had success in giving criminals access to homes in the county!

SCHOOL WATCH

An offshoot of NW is being introduced into local schools. Look out for the signs a blue ring resembling a life saving ring with white lettering 

‘school watch’ encircling teacher and children. These are being fitted at 35 schools across the Harborough district by the end of the summer holidays. The aim of the scheme is to act as a deterrent to vandals, thieves and anyone wishing to harm a child. A network of information is exchanged on crime trends, suspicious people and incidents that might pose a threat to children. A new web sight is also to be launched called 
‘chill out zone’ providing information for parents, teachers and pupils notifying them on topics like road safety, drugs awareness and ‘stranger danger’. It is hoped that this may progress to develop a way in which children may anonymously report a problem e.g. concerning drugs and even bullying without appearing a ‘snitch’.

REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 

The police have asked me to spread the word on the importance of reporting suspicious activity. A small and unimportant sighting may be the missing piece in an overall jigsaw. So don’t be afraid if it turns out to be quite innocent they certainly don’t regard this as time wasting and are very grateful! The removal of one criminal can bring down the crime figures significantly for 6 months, as one criminal can be responsible for many serial crimes. For example we are aware that there is a criminally active heroin addict living in East Norton so a small clue could justify a visit!

Overall it is recognised by the police force that the way forward to reduce crime is to deter crime in the first instance. As we are trying to be a part of this overall plan in a very small way I thank you for your support and vigilance.

NW MEETINGS

Meetings will take place on the last Tuesday every two months. Venue will be announced near the time, as we try to spread this round the village.

The next Meeting will be at TUDOR HOUSE my home May 25th 

7.30pm. Please confirm by telephoning me on 555 280  should you wish to attend.   

Kind Regards,

Lynne Messenger

